
pick the resources needed by schools, determine 
the costs of acquiring these resources, and then 
adjust their recommendations in favor of the 
needier districts. Examples of such states are 
Maine, Oregon, and Wyoming. Other states use 
the successful schools model, wherein groups of 
schools whose students have done well accord-
ing to state standards are examined for their 
average per-pupil costs, which are then applied 
across the state. Examples of these states are 
Illinois, Mississippi, and Ohio.15

The funding appropriated by state legislatures 
depends on the input expected of localities. In New 
York State, for example, disparities in per-pupil 
spending between affluent and less-affluent districts 
can amount to thousands of dollars.16 The amounts 
also vary by regional costs of living and by states’ 
philosophies on the proper reach of government.

Furthermore, affluent suburban communities 
often differ from their urban counterparts in 
funding priorities. Parents in downtown Detroit 
or Cleveland, for example, may want extra mon-
eys for crime prevention and building upgrades, 
whereas suburbanites in places such as Bloomfield 
Hills, Michigan, and Shaker Heights, Ohio, want 
more money spent on computer technology and 
extracurricular programs.

Successful schools model
An education model that uses observed spending levels in the highest-
performing schools as the basis from which to calculate necessary 
spending in other, lower-performing schools
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Projected Student Enrollment in Public Schools by State, 2014

Source: National Center for Education Statistics, Digest of Education Statistics (Washington, DC: Institute of Education Sciences, U.S. Department of Education, 2013), 
Table 203.20, “Enrollment in Public Elementary and Secondary Schools, by Region, State and Jurisdiction: Selected Years, Fall 1990 Through Fall 2023,” http://nces 
.ed.gov/programs/digest/d13/tables/dt13_203.20.asp.
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